06/11/2004 17:12 FAX 864 503 1999 



MILL I KEN LEGAL DEPT 



@003 



US PTO Customer No. 25280 Case No. 5390 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

At page 27 kindly amend the abstract paragraph as follows: 

Improvements in preventing heat- and moisture-shrink problems in specific 
polypropylene tape fibers are demonstrated herein, a re provid e d . Such 
fibers are bas i cally manufactured through the initial production of 
polypropylene films or tubes which are then slit into very thin, though flat 
(and h a v i ng v e ry high cross soct i ona l aspoct ratioc) tape fibers thereafter. 
Such fib e rs (and thus tho ini t i al films and/or tubos) r o quire th o pr e senc e of 
o o rtain compounds that qu i ckly and effective l y prov i de r i gid i ty to th e t a rg e t 
po l ypropy l ene tapo f i b o r aft o r hoat sotting. Gonorally, thes e compound s 
in c l ud e any structure that nuc l oatos po l ymor cryGta l s within th e targ e t 
po l ypropylene aftor e xposure to sufficiont h e at to m el t the in i t i a l p el let i zod 
po l ymer and upon a ll ow i ng s uch a m ol t to cool. Th e compound s must 
nuc l eat e polymer cry s ta l s at a higher t e mperatur e than th e targ e t 
po l ypropyl e n e without th o nucleat in g ag e nt dur i ng cool i ng. I n such a 
manner, th e "r i g i d i fying" nucloator c o mpounds provid e nucloat i on sit o s for 
polypropyl e n e crysta l growth. Upon s li tting of th e in i tial f il m and/or tubo, 
tho fib e r i s th e n e xposed to s uff i ciont h e at to grow tho crystal l in g network, 
thus ho l ding th e fib e r i n a d esi r o d pos i tion. Th e pr e ferrod "r i g i d i fying" 
compounds i nclud e dib e nzylid e n e sorb i to l b a s e d compounds, as w ell a s 
l os s prof o rr o d compounds, such as sod i um benzoat e , certain sod i um and 
li thium phosphat e s a lts (such as sod i um 2,2' m e thylono bic ( 4 ,6 di t e rt 
butylph o ny l )pho c phato, oth o rw i s o known as NA 11). Such fibers include 
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rigidifvino nucleatin g compounds that nucleate pofvmer crystals within the 
target polypropylene after exposure to sufficient heat to melt the initial 
pelletized oolvmerand upon allowing such a melt to cool. Specific 
methods of manufacture of such inventive tape fibers, as well as fabric 
articles made therefrom, are also encompassed within this invention. 



3 



PAGE 4/13 • RCVD AT 6/1 1/2004 5:08:38 PM [Eastern Daylight Time} * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1S3 * DNIS:8729306 * C5ID:864 503 1 999 * DURATION (mm-ss): 04*58 



